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for fees? Are methods of treatment urged upon patients
for commercial rather than pathological reasons? " Your
answer is that "practically neither abuse exists."
Not a month, hardly a week, passes that I do not learn

the authentic details of cases of quackery by a class of
practitioners, mostly specialists ; and I venture to affirm ’
without fear of contradiction that there is not to be
found a single consultant, specialist, or general practi-
tioner of any experience who cannot from personal
knowledge vouch for the fact that there exists in London
a considerable number of men, mostly specialists, who
show by their methods that their object is not to obtain
fair remuneration for honest work, that their aim before all
things is not to do the best for the patient, but that their
paramount consideration is the making of money, regardless
of the injury inflicted upon the victims who place themselves
with confidence in their hands. That quackery outside the
profession -practice by unqualified pretenders-does no
harm from any point of view to the legitimate practitioner
is, I believe, capable of proof. It is quackery within which
does harm. Of those who fall into the hands of qualified
quacks a large number never recognise that they have been
victimised, but many do ; and these and their friends are too
often led to look with suspicion on the whole body of medical
men, if they do not regard them as, without exception, on a
level with the individuals by whom they have been misused,
and whom they had been led to believe were eminent repre-
sentatives of the profession.

I am, Sirs, your obedient servant,- 

Cavendish-square, July 20th, 1895. HENRY SEWILL.

THE PROFESSION AND MEDICAL AID
SOCIETIES.

To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,-We are directed to inform you that a meeting of
the medical profession in Eastbourne, called by the invitation
of the local medical society, has been recently held for the
purpose of considering proposals for the formation of a

Provident Medical Association, in order to combat the grow-
ing evil of commercial "medical aid " societies in this town.
At the meeting it was resolved that an association should be
started upon the following lines : (1) All duly qualified
resident medical men, not practising as homoeopaths, to be
eligible for the acting staff, subject to the approval of the
committee; (2) the committee to be exclusively a professional
one, consisting of the staff and a certain number of members
appointed by the Eastbourne Medical Society; (3) a wage-
limit or other check to abuse to be adopted ; and (4) the
profits, after payment of working expenses, to be divided
amongst the acting staff proportionately to the number of
members upon their respective lists.
The following resolutions were also adopted :-1. That

every medical man in Eastbourne be invited to sign a state-
ment agreeing neither to accept any appointment himself in
any "medical aid" or similar society, nor to have any
professional intercourse whatsoever with any medical practi-
tioner holding any appointment in, or associating himself in
any way with, any of the so-called "medical aid societies,"
or with any similar company so long as the methods adopted
by these societies include (a) canvassing for members in the
interest of individual practitioners ; (b) the virtual sweat-
ing "of their medical officers by the inadequate remunera-
tion for the work done. 2. That, considering the neces-
sity for permanently maintaining united action on the
part of the profession towards these medical aid societies,
this meeting approves the plan of requesting the committee
of the Eastbourne Provident Medical Association to depute
one of its members to call upon every new medical practitioner
settling in Eastbourne, with the object of warning him
against the methods of the medical aid societies and of
courteously inviting his signature to the above agreement.
3. That the British Medical Association be requested to 
approach the Deans of the various medical schools in the
United Kingdom, and urge them to point out to their senior
and recently qualified students-(a) the very objectionable
character of these medical aid societies ; (b) that the Royal i
College of Surgeons of England and the Royal College of
Physicians of Ireland have both expressed in clear terms 
their disapproval of their diplomates associating themselves l
with these societies ; (e) that the committee appointed by the
General Medical Council to inquire into the working of these
societies in relation to the medical profession unanimously

condemned their methods; and (d) that by accepting
appointments in these societies medical practitioners will cnt
themselves off from their professional brethren.

It was further agreed to send copies of these resolutions to
the medical journals in the hope of warning inexperienced
junior practitioners who might otherwise accept posts under
medical aid societies in Eastbourne. The following prac-
titioners signed the agreement embodied in the first
resolution :-

We are, Sirs, yours faithfully,
J. H. EWART,

President Eastbourne Medical Society.
A. HARPER,

Hon. Sec., pro tem., Eastbourne Provident
Eastbourne, July 22nd, 1895. Medical Association.

THE ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS OF
ENGLAND AND THE PORTRAIT OF

SIR JOSEPH LISTER.
To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,-The Fellows and Members of the Royal College of
Surgeons of England have just received a circular headed "Sir
Joseph Lister (College of Surgeons) Portrait Fund," inviting
subscription?, and stating that "Mr. W. W. Ouless, R.A.,
has, at the request of the committee, undertaken to paint the
portrait." This committee appears to be practically self-
elected, and I would ask if such a committee, however
eminent individually, should have proceeded so far without
first having a mandate from the general body of subscribers.
Everyone must feel that the artist does not live to whom it
would not be an honour to paint the portrait of Lister, which
is to hang beside Reynolds’s John Hunter, and I would sug-
gest that this honour ought to be given to a painter care-
fully selected after due inquiry by a committee chosen at a
meeting of the general body of subscribers, and conferring
with the authorities of the College, whose right and duty it
is to have a voice in the matter.

I remain, Sirs, your obedient servant,
Grosvenor-street, W., July 23rd, 1895. C. B. KEETLEY.

" THE DUTIES OF MEDICAL SOCIETIES."
To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,-My attention has been called to an article in
THE LANCET of July 20th commenting, under the above
title, upon a case of prolapse of the uterus which I treated by
extirpation. Perhaps you will allow me to give a few details
of the case. The patient was a single woman thirty years of
age. She gave birth to a child five years before coming
under my care. The confinement was a troublesome one and
was followed by protrusion of the uterus. When I first saw
her she was in a deplorable condition. The uterus, much
enlarged, was lying between her thighs, and there was

complete and extensive prolapse of both bladder and rectum.
The perinasum was destroyed and the vulval orifice in conse-
quence very large. A fair trial was made with pessaries
without the slightest benefit. The tissues were too much
thinned and stretched to make perineorrhaphy at all a hopeful
procedure, and I came to the conclusion that extirpation was
the only operation likely to be followed by success. The
patient soon got well and the result has given her the greatest.
satisfaction and comfort, and she is now able to earn her own
living. I trust the exceptional character of the case map
justify the treatment adopted.

I am, Sirs, yours faithfully, 
-

Weymouth, July 23rd, 1895. MACPHERSON LAWRIE.


